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presumably will not be the last such action on their part.
We also have to take a stand of solidarity behind those Black
uaﬁoﬂinp_BVpEB.aoon:rnEﬁgEaag
have been added to the long list of Black Martyrs in Jamaica
in recent days. We will have to find out their names. We will
have to sing their praises.

This is not an issue which is isolated. In fact, as I speak
here, T would like to feel perhaps that what I am saying in
one form or another will reach the brothers and therefore it

and you have to listen to him, listen very carefully and
Eérﬂngggwgnﬁnioa.gmig
listen to him, and you can go back and read Muntu,
academic text, and read about Nomo, an African concept for
ioﬁ.-ﬂ&*o:ﬂﬁgggggggrunt
this before Janheinz Jahn. You have to listen to them and
you hear them talk about Cosmic Power and it rings a bell.
I say, but I have read this somewhere, this is Africa. You
have to listen to their drums to get the Message of the Cosmic

And when you get that, know you get humility, because
look who you-are leaming from. The system says they have
...opEn.ﬁ. they are the illiterates, they are the dark people of
Jamaica. Our conception of the whole world is that white is
3.5&%@?&&.8:&3?55-&0&5&
man is dark, you mean he is stupid. He has a dark mind. So
that is what the system says. But you learn humility after you
get into contact with these brothers. And it is really great. I
am giving here now a personal reaction. I find my colleagues,
my so-called peers, white people, black bourgeoisie all frustrate
me and I get annoyed. I find it difficult to conduct a discussion.
I am more likely than not to tell them a few bad words after
a while. And by and large, I do not think it is good for the
personality, probably makes you contemptuous, haughty and
50 on, that you have seen and they have not seen. But with
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Now for the Government of Jamaica and this statement; I
cannot go into it. I have a lot of ambiguous reactions to it. At
one level I want to tear it apart, but there are reasons why I do
not want to tear it apart. The first is that all the charges made
here are either irrelevant, frivolous or vague, and I cannot
put forward any defence against such. You know, it is like
that trick question: a man comes up and asks you, have you
stopped beating your wife; he makes the assumption that you
are beating your wife, and asks you, have you stopped. So
it is that sort of nonsense, they throw out a little thing and
then get you to grab the bait; and there is another reason why
I would not defend myself against this. People like this man
here, the so-called, the Dishonourable H. L. Shearer, Prime
Minister of Jamaica, this traitor to the Black Race, has no
moral authority to lay accusations against me. What I will give
instead is not a defence, it is an explanation. It is an attempt
to make an analysis of what was going on in the hope that
this has some meaning for other people who are either within
the struggle today or would like to join the struggle. For the
educated black man, as I said, the principles are clear. There
are three possibilities open to him and it seems to me that if
he does not follow every single one of those three, and perhaps
some more that he can think of, he is not fulfilling any function
as far as our people are concerned, except the function of
oppressing them. Let me refer to another statement which I
made which the white press found very irritating — that all
white people are enemies until proved otherwise, and this applies
to black intellectuals, all of us are enemies to the people until
we prove otherwise. It is not just a question of student riots.

The students have demonstrated, which is good. They came
out, they heard a University Lecturer was banned, they got
no reason, which is the normal procedure of the Jamaican
Government (it does not give reasons for things). They came
out, they started to walk along the roads, the police started
to tear gas them, they started to beat them with batons and
night sticks and something flared up, relatively small, but it
is a great advance I tell you. There is no more bourgeois
campus in the world than the University of the West Indies.
Yes, 1 was there, in my time this would not have happened :
they might have demonstrated about bad food in the halls, or
in solidarity with South Africans, you know, on quite harmless
issues as far as the Jamaican Government was concerned.
However, they moved, and that in itself is a good thing, but
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o present papers. Eric Huntley, one ol the organisers ol the
symposium also presented two papers.

The Symposium held at the Alrica House, Earls Court, London
(1965) was an important historical event for many of us who
participated in the Symposium and others came together and
independence movements ol the 1950's and to explain the existing
stalemate.

Three years later Walter completed his doctoral thesis and
accepted an appointment with the History Department ol the
University ol the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica.

Alter spending less than a year in Jamaica, he was banned from
re-entering alter attending a Black Writers Conlerence in Toronto,
Canada, in October, 1968.

The news of the ban had its reverberations not only on the streets
ol Kingston, Jamaica, but also in London. Many ol us who had
participated in the Symposium and others came together and
organised protest action against the ban. Walter, aware ol our
ities in London lelt with the group a number of papers while
en-route to Tanzania to take up his appointment. These papers
consisted of talks which he gave in Jamaica.

In London, a Committee, comprising, Richard Small, Locksley
Comrie, Dale Saunders, Fitzroy Grilliths, Chris LaMaitre, Earl
Greenwood, Jessica Huntley and others continued to meet at the
latters” home in South Ealing. One of the aims of the committee was
to inlorm public opinion concerning the true reason for the
government’s decision to ban Walter.

At lirst we began by duplicating one of the talks under the title
IValter Rodney Speaks. It was only after successive discussions that the
decision to raise funds and print the collection of talks in its entirety
was taken. The title The Groundings with my Brothers was suggested by
Ewart Thomas who edited the papers.

Walter and all the members of the Committee were exceptionally
thrilled with the final product. Walter regarded the book as a
contribution to the historic setting up of an Independent Black

Publishing House and the wider activities in which we as a part of

the Black community were involved.

Later, many others were to express their commitment to the work
in which we were engaged by donating manuscripts and other types
ol assistance. Among those who donated Manuscripts were Phyllis
and Bernard Coard. Bogle-L'Ouverture Publications continues to
be  indebted to Andrew Salkey whose contributions and
commitment have been inestimable.

saw it only in the McGill Daily. They were more concerned
with nice little juicy bits about violence. We will give them
some tit-bits as we go along.

My second point is that the black intellectual has to move
beyond his own discipline to challenge the social myth, which
exists in the society as a whole. In other words, this myth about
the multi-racial society. This is the sort of thing which we have
a duty to perform to the black people from whom we came.

Thirdly, the black intellectual, the black academic must
attach himself to the activity of the black masses. 1 shall not
deal with point one on this occasion. I shall concentrate on
points two and three. I shall try to exemplify my own role
in the period while I was there in Jamaica.

I begin by stating first and foremost that the struggle was
there long before I went and will continue long after I have
left. I am simply trying to analyse that particular conjunction
of forces as I saw them when I attempted to get in touch with
the black people, to perform these two functions: attacking
the myth, the various myths rather, and getting in touch,
working with the people. On the first level, as far as Black
Power was concerned, the response of the population was
automatic because this is what they are doing, this is what
they are talking about. They can tell you and I about Black
Power, but I'll indicate this later on. You can leam from
them what Black Power really means. You do not have to
teach them anything. You just have to say it and they add
something to what you are saying.

So the mass response was there, and the Government response
was also clearly there. They in their panic were quick to
come out against this new spectre, Black Power. For my own
part, I was prepared to make these statements in public and
around me there gathered a nucleus and a movement was
born calling itself the Black Power Movement. Unfortunately
I have not brought the aims along with me, but you will find
them highly respectable even in the terms of the system. We
went outside the University and we talked to Black Brothers
and Black Sisters and this the society, this the system could
not tolerate. Even more, let us talk about the activities. I
lectured at the University, outside of the classroom that is.
I had public lectures, I talked about Black Power and then I
left there, I went from the campus. I was prepared to go
anywhere that any group of Black people were prepared to
sit down to talk and listen. Because, that is Black Power, that
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 2

It is more than merely adhering to editorial tradition that we add
a Publisher's Note to this fourth printing of The Groundings
with my Brothers.

Indeed, we think it's fairly well known that the founding of
Bogle-L’Ouverture Publications was based on a corporate de-
cision to make a total break with the usual tradition of publish-
ing: that of Black people passively providing the human
material to be written up and published by other people.

So, putting tradition aside, we wish to thank those sisters and
brothers who, from our early beginning as a small group in
search of a new alternative in publishing, gave us confidence and
courage, and who, by their continuing support, have made it
possible for a hopeful cultural idea to become a living reality
and community example.

We particularly wish to thank Sybil Phoenix, Babara Joseph,
Elizabeth Furlong, Iotha Williams, Phyllis Coard, Ewart
Thomas, Andrew Salkey, Richard Small, Gus John, Charles
Patterson, Donald Rodney, Errol Lloyd, Bernard Coard, Sililio
Ndebele, Cecil Rajendra, Sam Greenlee, Linton Johnson and
Firdous Aly.

The text of The Groundings with my Brothers appears with
its original Preface and Introduction; but we have added a new
Introduction that is a succinct analysis of the crucial social and
political developments which have taken place throughout the
Caribbean, since the book was first published, seven years ago.

Jessica Huntley

L.ondon
1969

was slaving out in the fields. It was the white plantation owner
who produced a number of pseudo-scientific and theological
theories attesting to the inferiority of the black man. Ours was
the society in which modem racialism was engendered, and it
has developed and intensified since then, assuming certain subtle
but nevertheless vicious forms based on colour and based on a
hierarchy which presupposes that black is the lowest natural
colour of things, and that white is at the top. That is the society
from which we come and the particular society has added a
new dimension to the bag of tricks which racialists have. That
dimension is to try to confuse the people.

It goes like this. They claim that in our society we cannot
talk about black and white because we have these gradations of
shades. We have many peoples, we are told. Ninety-five per cent
of the Jamaican population is clearly black, the other 5 per cent
is divided into these shades, and we are told we have many
peoples. It is a harmonious multi-racial society, we are told.
It is an integrated society, we are told. It reminds me of Ted
Jones' poem, ‘Integrated Nigger’. It is a myth of the ruling
class, and it is a subtle myth, an important myth because it does
in fact have a certain appeal. It talks about multi-racial and
harmonious living which nobody on a theoretical level would
oppose. This is what we are struggling for.

The lie 1s that harmony exists and the black people show it up
to be a lie, sometimes quite spectacularly. This month. October,
is Paul Bogle’s month, that great black Jamaican patriot who
marched und as he marched he said — ‘ Remember your colour
and cleave to the black . Marcus Garvey was also in the same
category. Garvey’s appeal was to all black men, whether they
were in Jamaica or outside. And even when there were not
great leaders present, the mass of the people have constantly
been acting against this system. In our epoch the Rastafari
have represented the leading force of this expression of black
consciousness. They have rejected this philistine white West
Indian society. They have sought their cultural and spiritual
roots in Ethiopia and Africa. So that whether there is a big
flare up or not, there is always the constant activity of the black
people who perceive that the system has nothing in it for them,
except suppression and oppression.

Now the Government is terribly afraid of the question of
colour. This is something I've learned from living in Jamaica
for a period of time. They would much rather you talk about
Communism, so that they could tell country people, ‘He is a
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initiated some years ago by their Black sisters and brothers in
the U.S.A. The youths are refusing to do the shit work’ for
which their parents were recruited, back home, by the likes of
London Transport. The workers themselves, including the
women, are showing a militancy that is uncomfortable for the
local establishment. But, in the midst of all this, the High Com-
missions for Caribbean Governments are either refusing to sup-
port their nationals or reprimanding them in the interests of the
state. Thus, the Jamaican High Commissioner in London re-
cently ‘advised’ Black youths on proper (bourgeois) ways of
dressing and behaving. But, perhaps, this is a blessing in disguise.
For the confrontation in the U.K. between Black and white is so
urgent as to conceal the associated class nature of racist oppres-
sion. Perhaps, the people will recognise the High Commissioner
and that type, as the class associates of the white oppressors. But
throughout the Caribbean, Black Power has been transformed
from slogan and concept into political force and reality.

When the National Joint Action Committee (NJAC) of Trini-
dad and Tobago expressed sympathy with Sir George Williams
University students, the population rose to support them. NJAC
and other revolutionary groups identified the local forms and
faces of imperialism (white and black-skinned) and the masses
took to the streets acknowledging facts of which they had daily
experience. Ironically, Eric Williams formally declared a state of
emergency in February 1970. In reality the masses of Trinidad
and Tobago were experiencing a grave emergency for years be-
fore and it was only the bourgeois state that made the sudden
discovery; the regime panicked as their means of oppression
crumbled amidst the popular army revolt that coincided with
the mass demonstrations. It is largely immaterial that the estab-
lishment succeeded in containing that situation without the sup-
port of the U.S. marines, Venezuelan submarines and the regional
regiments who were waiting for the S5.0.S. The masses had
started the freedom march, and even the massacre of young
guerillas in 1972 and 1973 could not stop them. Such intimida-
tion could not prevent the power, oil and sugar strikes of 1975.

The thread weaved through the other islands, as Eric Gairy
directed the murder and the maiming of the New Jewel Move-
ment (NJM) which was grounding with the Grenadian masses.
In Dominica, Patrick John rushed through legislation for the
summary assassination of the Movement for a New Dominica
(MND). Never since Hitler have a people been so calmly identi-
fied for instant death. Everywhere the story was similar and indi-
cated that the Caribbean masses were challenging imperialism.
This has produced two types of reaction. On the one hand, chiefs
of police are meeting to plan strategies for suppressing dissenters;
but, on the other hand leaders are scurrying to and fro between
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qn..&moun— society and the direction in which it was already
!E...w transformed within the colonial era and the first years
of Snavns.ngon. That exercise by the leadership of the people
wm Tanzania was regional rather than broadly ‘ African’, and
it was as much an exploration of the present as a recovery of
the past. Applied to New World blacks, this means in effect
that the history nearest to revolutionary action will be the
history of Africans in their new American environments.
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